























FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: For more information:
Richard Cavalier, 2uthor
TO: School’s Pronunciation Specialist/Deaf Tel: 310/671-7262
E-mail: richardrthr@yahoo.com

ESL-Finding Can Work Wonders with the Deaf

Both the deaf and the foreign-born share one identical problem if those deaf choose to
speak: the need to master the art of pronunciation. For the deaf, it's an attempt to mimic sounds—
visually. The limited-English learner needs to separate spelling from pronunciation-because
sound-out doesn’t cut it! But English-as-a-Second-Language (ESL) fails both groups (and native-
speakers) because sound-out is enshrined in schoolroom technique. Despite evidence of ESL’s
(and sound-out’s) inadequacy with rehabilitative learning of phonetics, school systems only
tweak and theorize. The time for change in flawed fundamentals is long overdue.

Those persons who succeed with sorry sound-out tend to think that it’s logical. But non-
dyslexics who don’t learn well via sound-out tend to drop out of class or school. Either way, the
school system doesn’t have a problem: the students and society do! As their default system, the
schools depend on memorization of rules and generic word lists, which serve no one’s life well.
Ditto with the deaf?

By the rules, should the O-U-G-H combination sound like though, through, rough,
plough, or ought? Does E-A-R sound like fear, bear, early, or heart? As a result, many deaf
persons over-pronounce {butTer, waTer, dog-guh). Complex? Then simplify! PWP simplifies
. . .and a whole lot more, including prepositional phases as markers of sense and flow; making
‘phone’ calls; denotations/connotations; interpreting newspaper headlines, etc.!

Computers and Laura Helmuth’s article find more than 1,100 ways by which to write the
40 key sounds of basic English. Complex? The dictionary has all of the same words and sounds
in 45 codes—not taught. Therefore, any arbitrary makings used in school are useful only in school
not with dictionaries or real life.

Professor Eraldo Paulesu, ef al, (University of Milan/Biocca) have concluded that
language complexity aggravates [some say, trigger] dyslexia in persons who are genetically
susceptible. We’re not all susceptible, of course. But complexity? School systems have not
bothered to rethink the underlying approach and methodology for nearly a century.

It should be clear that learning the 45 dictionary codes (in the learners’ only “textbook,”
the American Heritage dictionary, $6), schools for the deaf can convert the issue from guess-
worked rules to specific visual codes for our 19 vowel sounds! Given visual prompting via an
oscilloscope, perfection is here—fast.

Both the Helmuth and Paulesu articles can be read in Science Journal for March 16, 2001;
the latter is dense but was summarized for laymen in Psychology Journal. Both the Psychology
summary and Helmuth article are included on the website www.meetingsCavalier.com. At the
home page, click on “Book Titles” and then on the Practical Word Power book and course.

Below the blue block description are multiple buttons; the “ Support & Validation”
button leads to a Note plus credential buttons. Locate City Colleges of Chicago certificates, test-
sponsor letters, including Truman College’s request for State funding and the Government of
Puerto Rico’s Dept of Community Affairs’s test report to Budget Rent A Car (31,000 funding)
re: multiple Hispanic communities in Chicago. Elsewhere, find press clips and “User Helps”
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buttons. The latter includes both a landscaped, 2-page, back-to-back, 3-fold brochure to simplify
staff discussions; plus targeted posters and press releases that can be adjusted to local need and
then be posted/sent, when seeking teen/adult students and corporate or foundation funding.

In short, PWP permits anyone who speaks standard-English to tutor up to 10 persons per
class per cycle, of only 8 sessions of 2 hours each. Do the math: one tutor, if working only one
period weekly with 10 learners, can “graduate” 50 learners per year. . .with a life-long dictionary/
vocabulary-building skill. . .without messing up holiday periods.

PWP is verbatim for the tutor, with all discussion, chalkboard work, charts, and drills
provided. If the tutor speaks/reads standard American-English, the course can’t be done wrong.
When taught in English to limited-English-proficient learners (L.EP), any language mix can be
treated in the same classroom, because virtually all learners are at ground-zero with diacritical
codes. If translated by an accented tutor, PWP still works if assisted by a native-speaker of
standard American-English, who voices correct sounds and can work the chalkboard.

In sum it’s obvious that the educational establishment has been ignoring this identified
phonetics problem—not only since first posited by Cavalier in 1981 (published 1989), but even
after publication of the scientific paper of Paulesu, in 2001. The problem seem to be establish-
ment terror at the thought of re-training all ESL teachers—and most English teachers. Consider:
reading via sound-out is based on the familiarity of about 8,000 basic-English words before the
reading skill begins, aided by pictures. Mother was not a PhD/Linguistics, but this author spoke
English before kindergarten! Didn’t you? If children can intuit language rules, might not adults?
Are we misusing PhDs at basic level (ending, Fifth Grade completed)?

Oh, yes. PWP is accepted by the New York City Department of Education and appears on
their web list. PWP also holds the California Certificate of Compliance and is legal to teach there
as a supplemental text (TESOL: best levels, ITT, IV, & V or a year’s usage, even if halting). PWP
is still consistent with advanced ESL theories, as summarized in Judith Lessow-Hurley’s
influential book The Foundations of Dual Language Instruction, 3% Ed (Boston; Addison-
Wesley-Longman; 2000). There’s no barrier to your testing PWP at your facility.

If you have questions or believe that the author can offer more help than does the
website, phone or e-mail, as above,

And if you decide to test it immediately, the (verbatim) tutors’ manual Practical Word
Power (ISBN  #0-595-13048-8) will simplify your task of teaching pronunciation to the deaf and
other language-handicapped persons—by simplifying the underlying method.

Only $25. Worth a try?
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Richard Cavalier, author
To: Editor, Speech Therapy Tel/fax: 310/671-7262

Inadequacies of the “Sound-Out” Method
Can Now Be Remedied; Quickly, Easily

Brain-scan studies at the University of Milan* published more than four years ago
established that language complexities can trigger dyslexia in students who are genetically
susceptible. We can understand that all students might have trouble; some will overcome the
problem; others will fail. Failing second-language students usuaily drop out—that’s easier.

The non-hearing do not exhibit those described problems via the same outcomes; but
nevertheless, the sound-out method requires them to memorize rules and (possibly irrelevant)
vocabulary and, with all new vocabulary words, to guess which variation in this given word.

In the same edition (*Paulesu and Helmuth in Science, March 16, 2001) a second article
recounts that there are more than 1,100 ways by which to write the 40 sounds of the English
language. Major dictionaries do that job with all the same words—with about 45 coded sound-
symbols! The underlying problem is that sound-out requires us to memorize countless rules and
spellings, all of which have exceptions. Even some of the exceptions have exceptions!

Why do traditionalists insist on teaching English via memorization and guesswork rather
than by the specific markings of key dictionaries? What is the “proper” sound of o-u-g-h?

No wonder learners have trouble with 2 language that the US military considers to be the
most difficult language in the world. Having traveled more than 40 countries, the author has
been language-handicapped, as most ESL and many non-hearing teachers have not. He under-
stands language as 2 functioning tool. English isn’t difficult wntil made so by its arbitrary rules.

Practical Word Power, (PWP), by Richard Cavalier, is a tutors” verbatim script and
workbook that enables even volunteer tutors who speak standard English to tutor second-
language classes (and by extension, originating speech for the non-hearing). Students can learn a
quick, reliable, specific, and life-time skill in only 8 sessions of 2 hours each.

Students can learn remedial English by an unforbidding method. If taught in a foreign
language to beginning students (at ESL levels I and 11), standard-English sounds must be
modeled by an assistant who speaks standard English. The assistant can also control the
blackboard work, which is scripted, as are necessary charts and vocabulary sound-drills.

Total course needs: 3-Bs: bodies, books, blackboard. Overall costs: about $100 retail for
all books for an initis! class of up to 10 leamers; i.¢., one PWP for the tutor plus paperback
American Heritage dictionaries for all learners plus tutor. Cheaper thereafter because PWP is re-
used. Tutors commit approximately 25 hours for preparation and delivery of an entire 8x2 cycle.

When used for the non-hearing, PWP eliminates the guesswork inherent in sound-out. An
oscilloscope would create visualized sound-perfection. Non-hearing students leam only specific
dictionary diacritical codes-and can then pronounce every word in that dictionary. Because
college and unabridged editions use the same codes, skills learned originally will fast a lifetime!

PWP was fully tested in both classroom and community for ESL~it’s ripe for proof ‘as is’
by you. It’s on the web list of accepted books of the NYC Dept of Education and holds the
California Certificate of Compliance. The California Parole system is now examining it.

Order PWP from www.iUniverse.com; also from Amazon or Bames & Noble.

For FAQs, fourth of 4 books described at: www.meetingsCavalier.com. For unusual
questions, contact the author directly at 310/671-7262. HiH
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PRACTICAL WORD POWER
is at Hand for Community Control

Note: Are you aware that there are over 1,100 ways by which to write the 40 sounds
of the English language? Dictionaries present all the same words and sounds with fewer
than 50 coded symbols. Sound-out as taught in schoels is 20x more complex than necessary
or justified. Yet sound-out (plus memorized generic word lists) remains “traditional,”

A study of language complexity (inciuding English and French vs the more-reguiar
basic Italian) indicates that language complexity likely triggers dyslexia in those whe are
genetically susceptible. Not everyone is susceptible: those who car function well with the
traditional scund-out system think it’s normal; those who are not susceptible but have
problems with rules-with-exceptions simply drop out of class or school. Dyslexia in highly
irregular basic-English is more than double that of quite-regular basic-Italian ianguage.

Sources: Science Journal; March 16, 2001; Vol 291, Issue 551 1; p2064-5 & 2165-7.

Accepted: Calif Certificate of Compliance; New York City Dept of Education; others.
Release:

Practical Word Power by Richard Cavalier (PWF) is a verbatim tutor’s guide that
teaches those 50 codes so that teen/adult learners are empowered to develop personal vocabulary
to personal need from the dictionary, not from memorized generic word lists that reflect no
one’s life well. Al explanations, charts, and drills are provided. No more, “How do you say this
word?” No need to leam reindeer or other unusable or rarely-used basic (?) terms. Additional
practical helps are provided throughout-including prepositional phrases as sense indicators.

Outcome: Independence in vocabulary development to personal need; and so, enhanced
communications ability. After only 8 sessions of 2 hours each, “graduates” will be able to use
their native bilingual dictionaries to find the English spelling of the translation and then use an
American-English dictionary to find the correct pronunciation: mastery of the entire dictionary!

Fully proved where developed (Truman Community College, a City College of Chicago;
with various languages, mixed) plus ethnic groups, including the Gov’t of Puerto Rico’s Dept of
Community Affairs, Chicago (via six local Hispanic groups working as instructed by the book).
PWP is verbatim for the tutor and includes all explanations, blackboard entries, drill charts, and

suggested discussion topics and exercises from newspapers and magazines. -more-
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With PWP 's verbatim trainer-training concept, the tutor can’t do it wrong!

Read the College’s certificates and local press clips (plus a report re: those first user
groups’ field-tests) on Cavalier’s website: www.meetingsCavalier.com. Click on Book Titles
and then on Practical Word Power and its buttons. There’s much to read and consider.

Consultant: Dr John Haskell, then the Editor of the TESOL Newsletter (Teachers of English
to Speakers of Other Languages). Dr Haskell is now retired as the Chairman of the Linguistics Dept
at Northeastern Illinois University {UNI), in Chicago.

Applications:

Any situation (community group, employer, union, religious group, etc) who can benefit
from using this stand-alone course. PWP can also jump-start a learner’s interest in further study.
All learners gain independence and reduce accents in class; they can perfect their abilities with
additional, personally-controlled practice-no further related instruction is required.

Especially useful in the healthcare field, where professionals who have limited English
can create serious discomfort in English-only patients. Reviewed in American Hospital Assn’s
Discharge Planning Update (May-June, ‘92 ; Vol 12, #3) re: referred nursing facilities. Use
PWP immediately upon purchase of books; no salary payment to learners is required by law if
their participation is voluntary -

a) Accent-reduction for doctors, executives, nurses, and office staff with patient-contact.

b) Upgrading skills for nurses’ aids and all housekeeping staff with some patient contact.

Requirements: Minimal:

1) 3-B’s: bodies, books, blackboard. Up to 10 learners in each class; learners use only a
paperback American Heritage dictionary ($6); only the tutor uses PWP, ($24.95). A chalkboard/
chemical board should be 3x5’ or larger, if portable. Paper chart boards are insufficient.

2) If taught in English, all learners must understand basic standard-English (ESL Level II
or higher; or two years’ limited daily usage in the U.S.). Their degree of fluency is irrelevant.

3) If translated for presentation by an accented bilingual tutor, a tutor’s assistant who
speaks standard American-English must model the dictionary-coded sounds and words and can
wisely present all the blackboard work, as well. If taught in their own language, they must be
literate enough to comprehend and use their own dictionary and, preferably, ours.

To order: www.illniverse.com, H#i#





